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Right to Frisk Gets 
Supreme . Court OK 
The U. S. Supreme Court toay upheld, in a Cleveland 
case, the power of policemen to stop and search a 
person for dangerous weapons if he is acting suspi-
ciously. PRE.}~ JUN 1 0 '68 
The court, by an 8 to 1 decision, upheld the onviction 
of John W. Terry, convicted in 1963 after his arrest by 
Detective Martin J. cFadden on a downtown street. 
McFadden frisked Terry and Richard D. Chilton 
because he thought their behavior indicated they were 
'casing" a J.tore preparatory to a holdup. He found they 
were carrymg guns. 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, wh~ wrote the majority 
opinion, said a policeman's right to stop and search a 
suspect must be governed by the Fourth Amendment's 
ban against unreasonable search and seizure. 
"This case thrusts ·to the fore difficult and trouble-
some issues regarding a sensitive., area of police activity 
-issues which have never before been presented 
squarely ta the court. 
"We hold that, where a police officer observes unusual 
~ 
, conduct which leads him reasonably to conclude, in the • 
light of his experience, that criminal activity may be 
afoot ,and that the persons with whom he is dealing 
may be armed, the officer is entitled to conduct a 
carefully limited search for the protection of himself 
and others." 
Warren said such a search is reasonable, under the 
Fourth Amendment and any weapon seized may prop-
Turn to Page A 12 
Cleveland Police ·,Are Upheld 
~!u,~o~~'~ O~~~ai!~ ~~~~~!~~,,~,~~~ j 
. . . happy with the court's rul- it over in preparation for 11 
erly be rn.troduced m ev1- ing. PRr:-·-"" JUl l Q '68 robbery." dence agamst the person t...>.) I 1~ 
from whom it was taken. "I think it is a very prop· Chilton was shot and killed 
WARREN ~AID it would 
be unreasonable to require 
JJOlice officers to take un-
necessary risks in perform-
ance of their duties. 
er and worthwhile decision. last year during a Columbus 
The ruling establishes an holdup. 
area wherein police can stop, I 
pat down and frisk persons Bernard A. B e r k m a n,. 
who are acting in a suspi· Cleveland representative of 
cious manner," he said. the American Civil Liberties 
"American criminals have McFADDEN SAID: "The Union (ACLU), said: 
a long tradition of armed court couldn't have made 
violence. Every year. many any other ruling. As far as 
I aw enforcement officers I could see, it was a perfect 
are killed and thousands case. 
more wounded in perform· "I watched Perry and 
"I think to rummage a 
person for evidence and to 
convict him without prob-
able cause is offensive to 
the Constitution. 
ance of their duties," he C · f b · 
said. htlton or a out 15 mmut.es. "I THINK that subsequent ' 
They made 14 ?r 15 trips experience with this ruling I 
"We can't blind ourselves back. and forth m ~ront of will cause the court to revise I 
to the need of officers to the Jewelry store wmdow. 1 >its judgment to protect the I 
protect themselves and oth- ,; privacy of the individual 
er prospective victims of ; I against police invasion qf his ! 
violence in situations where ) I rights." 
they may lack probable 1 . . f cause for an arrest. " 
1 
ACLU file~ a. friend o 
the court brief m support 
WARREN SAID the court of Perry's appeal, which was 
was not retreating, however, I conducted by his attorney, 
from earlier rulings that 1 Louis Stokes. wherever practicable, police 
must first obtain advance 
judicial approval of searches I 
a n d seizures by obtaining 
warrants. 
Justice William 0 . Doug-
las, the lone dissenter, said 
the court had not found I 
probable c -a. u s e f o r the 
search and seizure. 
County Prosecutor John T. l 
! 
